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Introduction
Let’s get to know each other. Cool? (Oh, and you’re gonna
need a pen or pencil for this book.)
WHERE IN THE WORLD . . .

Are you?

WHERE IN THE WORLD . . .

Is your favorite restaurant?

What do you like to eat there?
Mmm . . . now I’m hungry. But don’t get up for a snack yet!
We’re just getting started . . .
WHERE IN THE WORLD . . .

Would you love to travel one day?
(Cool! Can I come?)
WHERE IN THE WORLD . . .

Did you get this book?

What do you hope happens when you read it?

introduction

Okay, now let’s get a little serious. Don’t worry—I don’t get
serious too often.
WHERE IN THE WORLD . . .

Were you when you first heard the story of Jesus?

What did you think?

Now that I know a little more about you, it’s time to introduce
myself.
What? You’ve never had a book introduce itself before? Well,
I guess you could say I’m just that awesome.
My name is Where in the World. Yeah, you probably already
knew that, huh?
My purpose is to help you grow. Not taller, but that might
happen, too. I want to help your faith grow.
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You might think faith has something to do with what you
believe.
You might think faith has to do with your relationship with
God.
You might think faith has to do with trusting in something or
someone you can’t see.
And you’d be right. All of those describe the word faith. But
I’m going to use a different definition. (Again, because I’m just
that awesome.)
Faith is believing what Jesus did can change me.
When you believe that Jesus really lived, really died, and was
really raised back to life, that faith will change your life AND
the lives of those around you.
So you’re going to get to know Jesus. Like, really get to know
Him. Like you know your best friends. You’re going to learn . . .
Where in the world Jesus was born.
Where in the world Jesus lived.
Where in the world His friends lived.
Where in the world He died.
And, where in the world Jesus went after. (Hint: it wasn’t in
this world.)
But it doesn’t stop there.

introduction

You’re also going to meet a guy named Paul. Just like Jesus,
Paul was real. But when the Bible introduces Paul, he’s a Jesushating Christian hunter.
Dude. Not cool.
But by the end of our time together, you’ll see a brand new
Paul. How in the world did that happen?
I’m going to tell you. But first, here’s how I work.
We’re going to hang out for nine weeks.
For five days each week, you’ll read one devotion.
On the sixth day, there’s a ”Try This” section that you can do
or you can skip.
If you miss a day, it’s okay. But I don’t think you will. After all,
the story of Jesus is the greatest story ever told. (Also, did I
mention I am that awesome?)
Are you ready? Really? Are you sure?! Stretch your arms. Blink
your eyes ten times fast. Get comfy wherever you’re sitting.
READY, SET . . . TURN THE PAGE!
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DAY 1
JESUS’ LIFE
THE FOUR GOSPELS
You’ve heard of Jesus, right? Maybe you’ve even seen pictures
of Him in a book or something. He’s usually wearing a long
robe that looks like a nightgown and has flowing hair like guys
in rock bands.

Sometimes it’s easy to believe that’s all Jesus is—a character
in a book who isn’t real.
But Jesus is real. Very real.
Jesus was born just like you were born.
Well, maybe not just like you were born. When Jesus’ mom
had Him, she was surrounded by animals. Which may sound
awesome, but when you think about the itchy hay, cold wind,
and sharing a bed with a goat who smells like old cheese . . .
Yeah. Not so much.
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The story of Jesus’ life is the most epic adventure you’ll ever
hear. But to tell the whole story, I need to rewind . . . and
rewind some more.
Rewind to the very beginning. The beginning of the beginning.
When there was only darkness and nothingness. God had
the same thought you’re probably having——darkness and
nothingness are blah.

So, with His words, God created the world and everything in it
in six days, resting on the seventh (like a boss).

In the world God created, there was no pain, suffering, or
sickness. The first humans—Adam and Eve—were best buds
with God. Everything was perfect. All Adam and Eve had to do
was not eat fruit from this one tree.
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So guess what Adam and Eve did…

When Adam and Eve broke God’s one rule, they sinned and
separated themselves from God.
Because God is perfect, He cannot be close to sin.
Adam and Eve’s sin broke God’s heart along with the perfect
world He had created.
God could have decided to put an end to the world and the
people He had created. He could’ve given up. After all, He
had only given them one rule and they couldn’t even obey it.
But instead of destroying them, God came up with a plan to
rescue them: Jesus. That’s right. Jesus was a real person who
was really sent by God to fix a real problem in the world.

Week one

As Jesus grew up, He proved just how special He was.
But not everyone loved Jesus. In fact, some people hated
Him. These people arrested Jesus. These people killed Jesus.

And Jesus let them. He could have stopped them at any point,
but He didn’t. When Jesus gave up His perfect life, He did it
because He loves God’s creation. He did it because He loves
you.
But that’s not the best part.
Three days after Jesus was buried, His tomb was empty. God
raised Jesus from the dead. Over 500 people saw Jesus before
He returned to Heaven to live with God.
The story of Jesus is more than a story. It’s more than an image
of a man in a robe with long hair. It’s history—history that
changed everything.
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DAY 2
JESUS WAS A CURIOUS KID
LUKE 2:41-52
When you hear the name Jesus, what are three words that pop
into your mind?
(PS – You’ll need a pen or pencil.)
(PPS – Don’t worry about spelling. No one’s gonna check your
work.)
1.
2.
3.

Were any of these words on your list?
holy
loving
funny

intelligent
friendly
creative

curious
human
sensitive

Maybe a few, but probably not many. See, it’s easy to think of
Jesus as a strong and mighty Savior living in Heaven. But when
we think about what Jesus was like when He lived on Earth . . .
It’s not so easy, is it?
Did you know that Jesus was like you? He was once your age.
It’s kind of weird to think about, right? Did Jesus sleep late?
Did He have a favorite food? Was Jesus a fast runner?

Week one

If you could ask Jesus one question about His life, what would
it be?

Did you know that the Bible isn’t just one book? It’s actually
a bunch of shorter books written by different people. These
books were all put together to tell one great story—the story
of Jesus. And even though the Bible doesn’t tell us everything
about Jesus’ life, it does give us an idea of what He was like
growing up.
One of the books of the Bible was written by a guy named
Luke. Can you guess what the book Luke wrote was named?
HINT: Luke’s name was . . .
That’s right! The book Luke wrote was named LUKE. And Luke
tells us a very interesting story about Jesus. It’s found in Luke
2:41-52:
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Hang on. So . . . Jesus didn’t follow His parents home?
Nope.
What was Jesus doing that was so important?

Let’s get this straight. Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem . . .
to learn? Actually, that’s exactly what He did. At 12 years old,
Jesus wanted to know more about God.

Week one

Jesus was a curious kid.
What’s something that makes you curious? Put a check beside
anything you want to know more about.
❏ Will your favorite team win their next big game?
❏ What are your friends doing this weekend?
❏ What will your mom cook for dinner?
❏ What will happen in the show you love watching?
❏ What grade did you get on your spelling test?
We’re all curious about something. Jesus was curious, too. He
was especially curious about His heavenly Father—God.
Have you ever thought of Jesus as being a curious kid?
THINK OF ONE OR TWO QUESTIONS ABOUT GOD THAT
YOU’RE CURIOUS ABOUT. WRITE THEM HERE.

HERE’S A CHALLENGE FOR YOU: LIKE JESUS DID WITH THE
TEACHERS IN OUR STORY, FIND SOMEONE YOU TRUST
WHO KNOWS A LOT ABOUT GOD AND ASK THEM YOUR
QUESTIONS. COME BACK AND WRITE THEIR RESPONSES
HERE.
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DAY 3
JESUS WAS TEMPTED
MATTHEW 4:1-11
What’s your favorite dessert ever? Circle your top three from
the list below:
ice cream
apple pie
cupcakes
candy bar

brownie
milkshake
cookies
banana pudding

sour candy
tiramisu
cheesecake
fruit salad

Am I missing one? Write it here:
Okay, be honest. How many of you got up to get a snack after
reading that list? (It’s okay to raise your hand. I can’t see you.)
When you close your eyes and think about your favorite dessert,
it’s almost like you can taste it. If you hadn’t eaten all day long
and someone brought you your favorite dessert, you’d probably
eat it so fast that it would break some kind of record!
Now, imagine you haven’t eaten all day long and someone brings
you the most glorious, amazing, incredible dessert ever . . .
. . . but told you all you could do was look at it.
That sounds miserable, right? It would be really hard to ignore
that plate of deliciousness because of something called . . .
temptation.

Week one

If you think about it, we have that feeling a lot—the feeling
of wanting something, but knowing we shouldn’t or couldn’t
have it.
What’s the last . . .
• thing you wanted to buy but couldn’t pay for?
• thing you wanted to eat but couldn’t eat?
• place you wanted to go that you couldn’t go?
• app you wanted to download but couldn’t
download?
• thing you wanted to say but couldn’t say?

Did you know that Jesus was tempted? Seriously. That might
be hard for you to believe, because Jesus never sinned. But
that doesn’t mean Jesus was never tempted to sin.
In Matthew 4:1-11, the Bible tells us that Jesus was led into a
desert and didn’t have anything to eat or drink for 40 days and
nights. At that point, we’d all be licking dirt off our sandals for
food!

17

18

W h e r e i n t h e wo r l d

Now, the Bible also tells us that Jesus’ number one enemy was
in the desert, too. He goes by a few names (the devil, Satan,
the evil one), but we’ll just call him the enemy. While Jesus
was in the desert, the enemy came to Jesus and tempted Him.

Week one

If we had been Jesus, we probably would have turned those
stones into dodge balls to pelt at the enemy’s face. (Right
after we turned a couple of them into bread, because let’s be
honest, Jesus had to be starving!)
But Jesus didn’t give in to the enemy’s temptation. No matter
how many times the enemy tried to get Him to do something
He shouldn’t, Jesus resisted.
Is there anything in your life that you’re tempted to do or not
to do that you wish you could resist? Are you tempted to . . .
•
•
•
•
•

Look at your friend’s answers during a math test?
Lie to your parents about having homework?
Stay up too late watching TV or YouTube videos?
Eat snacks when you’re not supposed to?
Play video games when you should be studying?

Just like you and everyone else on Earth, Jesus was tempted.
But unlike you and everyone else on Earth, Jesus never gave
in to temptation.
Open up your Bible or Bible App and read the ways the enemy
tempted Jesus in Matthew 4:1-11.
BELOW, WRITE A PRAYER ASKING GOD TO HELP YOU
RESIST SOME OF YOUR BIGGEST TEMPTATIONS.
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DAY 4
JESUS WAS A FRIEND
JOHN 11:1-44
In the box below, write down your best friend’s name and
sketch his or her portrait. (If you have more than one best
friend, squeeze them all in!)

Week one

What’s one of your favorite memories with that friend?
• Maybe you saw a really funny movie together.
• Maybe you had a sleepover with them where you
stayed up super late.
• Maybe you watched your favorite sports team
win the big game together.
Draw a quick sketch that represents that memory.
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What about some not-so-awesome memories?
• Has your friend ever hurt your feelings?
• Have you ever gotten into a fight with them?
• Have they ever done something that annoyed
you?
All friendships have good times and hard times, too.
When Jesus was on Earth, He hung out a lot with other people.
But did you know Jesus wasn’t just a leader and a teacher?
Did you know that Jesus was a friend? What mattered to
Jesus’ friends, mattered to Jesus. They had good times, and
they had hard times, too.
We can read about one of those hard times in John 11:7-44.
Jesus was friends with two sisters named Mary and Martha.
Mary and Martha had a brother named Lazarus who was Jesus’
good friend, too. And Lazarus? Well, Lazarus got sick and died.
The Bible says that Jesus came to visit the sisters after Lazarus
died. And when Jesus saw how sad everyone was, it bothered
Him.

John 11:33, 35

Week one

Jesus was more than a leader and a teacher. Jesus was a
friend. And just like He got sad when Mary and Martha got
sad, He gets sad when you get sad, too.
Pretend that Jesus is sitting beside you. Spend a few minutes
telling Him what makes you sad. It can be out loud, whispered,
in your head, or written out. He will hear you. He cares.
EXTRA CREDIT: GRAB YOUR BIBLE AND READ THE ENTIRE
STORY OF WHAT HAPPENED WITH LAZARUS IN JOHN 11:1-44.
(SPOILER: JESUS DID SOMETHING SO AMAZING THAT YOUR
MIND IS GONNA BE BLOWN!)
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DAY 5
JESUS WAS OBEDIENT
MATTHEW 26:36-46
Today’s story takes place in a garden. Draw a quick sketch of
what a garden looks like.

For a lot of us, when we think about a garden, we think about
flowers blooming, vegetables growing, and birds singing. We
think about sunshine and blue skies. Gardens are a happy
place.
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But that’s not true for the garden we’re going to talk about.
In Matthew 26:36-46, we read about a garden called
Gethsemane. Yeah, that’s kind of a weird word. It sounds like
this: Geth/sim/uh/nee. (Try saying that five times fast!) And it
wasn’t full of flowers or rows of veggies—this garden was full
of olive trees.
Jesus and some of His friends went to this garden the night
Jesus was arrested.

Did you know that Jesus was arrested? He was. He was arrested
by people who didn’t believe He was God’s Son.
But here’s the unbelievable part—Jesus knew He was going
to be arrested. He also knew that after His arrest, He would
be killed.
Whoa. That’s heavy, right?
Right! And that’s why Jesus went to the garden. Thinking
about everything that was about to happen made His heart
feel heavy. He looked at His friends and said, “My soul is very
sad” (Matthew 26:38). The Bible says that Jesus fell to the
ground, put His face down in the dirt and began to pray.
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If you had been Jesus, what would you have prayed?

27

Week one

Ready for this? Jesus prayed:

Matthew 26:39
In other words, “Hey, so, God? About this whole getting
arrested and dying thing . . . I really don’t want to do it.”
Was that close to your answer? Are you surprised? Check out
what Jesus said next:

Matthew 26:39
You know what happened next? Jesus was arrested. Jesus was
killed. He could have run away. He could have performed a
miracle that kept Him safe. But instead, Jesus obeyed.
Jesus obeyed because He knew that by dying He was doing
what God had sent Him to do. And three days later, God
raised Jesus back to life!
GO BACK TO YOUR SKETCH OF THE GARDEN. FIND A
SPACE TO WRITE DOWN THREE WAYS YOU CAN OBEY.
SPEND A FEW MINUTES ASKING GOD TO HELP YOU OBEY,
JUST LIKE HE HELPED JESUS.
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TRY THIS
Remember on Day 1 when we talked about Adam and Eve?
When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they sinned.
What does it mean to sin?

Here’s the thing . . . and this is never fun to talk about . . . you
sin, too. Everyone sins. Everyone, that is, except Jesus.
So when Jesus gave up His perfect life, He paid the price for
everyone’s sin. Including yours.
Take a minute and think about some of the times you’ve messed
up. A lie you told your mom . . . that time you disobeyed your
dad . . . something mean you said to your little brother or
sister . . . when you didn’t keep your friend’s secret . . . when
you left someone out on purpose.
Write a few examples here: (Don’t worry—nobody’s going to
read this!)

The Bible says when we tell Jesus that we believe He’s God’s
Son, we get total forgiveness for all of our sins. In exchange
for our faith, we get a brand new start.

Week one

Now go back and mark through each and every one of the
examples you wrote. Scribble them out until you can’t even
see them anymore. Because if you’ve invited Jesus to live in
your heart, each one is totally forgiven. Erased. Gone.
(If you want to thank Jesus for completely erasing sin from
your life, feel free!)
Maybe you’ve already started a relationship with Jesus.
Maybe you haven’t. Maybe you aren’t really sure what that
even means. Look at the line below. You are on one side and
Jesus is on the other side. Draw a star on the line that shows
how close you feel to Jesus right now.

Your star may not be very far up the line. That’s okay! That’s
why you’re reading this book—so your faith can grow bigger
and bigger as you get to know the story of Jesus better and
better.
AS YOU CONTINUE READING THIS JOURNAL, COME BACK
TO THIS PAGE AT THE END OF EACH WEEK AND DRAW A
NEW STAR.
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Know God is a 28-day devotional experience designed
to help kids discover (and do) a few things every day that
will help them know God better: hear, pray, talk, and live.

Over the Fence is a nine-week story and devotional that
will help kids discover what God says about friendship.
Weekly “episodes” follow four friends in a quest to
discover “what’s over the fence” (and ultimately discover
the true meaning of friendship). Daily devotional
thoughts and activities help kids strengthen their own
friendships.

Stand Up: Get in the Story is an eight-week, interactive
journal that helps kids understand what God says about
conviction. Weekly stories help kids learn about the many
people from the Bible who stood for what’s right. Daily
activities and devotional thoughts help kids discover
ways they can “stand up and get in God’s story.”

ORANGE BOOKS
Connecting leaders to a better strategy for influencing the next generation.
ORANGEBOOKS.COM

